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you some coffee and there I saw Mr. Herman who I had not seen for over a year

and he talked to me and asked why he had not seen me and was I out of town since
I had not called on him. Anyway, one thing led to another and here I got a
million and a half order." The sales manager looked at him and said to his
secretary, "See, I told you he would forget the coffee." Unfortunately, when

we are dealing with people we have to recognize the fact that they are not always
thinking on the same wavelength that we are thinking on. Pharaoh thought that

he could bring the Jewish people back because they were only an ethnic group.
They did not have anything that was worth fighting for. They were not a people
of ideals and ideas. They were not a people who were motivated by religious
inspiration. The Jewish people, when they confront the problems of the world,
have to remember that they are not only an ethnic group but they are also, and,
of course, they are not a race because there are many people from different

races who are part of the Jewish people, but we are not just an ethnic group.

We are not just a nation like all other nations. We have also values and beliefs.
We have things that are worth fighting for. Therefore, we have to always remember
that we are just not an Am; we are Bnai Yisroel. If we will remember that we

are not just an Am but also Bnai Yisroel, people of ideals and people who have
things worth fighting for, then we will be able to persevere and no matter how
the waters surround us we will be able to live according to our values and we
will be able to overcome because then we will have the inner will to put up

with everything we have to put up with and persevere until .we are eventually
victorious and safe and secure. Let us all hope and pray that the Jewish people
all over will eventually be safe and secure so the Mashiach will come quickly

in our day. Amen.
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On the seventh day of Pesach we read about how the Egyptian army was swept away

by the cascading waters of the Red Sea as it returned to its course. We learn

how Pharaoh pursued after the Jewish people to try to get them to come back

to Egypt. It seems, though, very strange why Pharach would even think they

he could recapture the Jewish people. After all, didn't he witness the ten
plagues? Didn't he suffer the loss of his elder son in the plague of the firstborn?
What would change Pharaoh's mind that would eause him to decide that it would

be worthwhile to chase after the Jewish people and bring them back to Egypt?

Didn't he realize that he would fail? Hadn't he already seen G-d's might?

I think that we can understand this if we look at what it says in the beginning
of this Torah portion. It says, "And it was when Pharaoh sent the people and
G-d did not lead them through the land of Cheeshcheem even though it was close
because G-d said, 'Lest the people will repent when they will see war and they
will return to Egypt' so G-d turned the people through the desert of the Red
Sea." If we look at the expression here for the Jewish people it is not Bnai
Yisroel, the sons of Israel, but it is Am, which means just a nation, an ethnic
group. Judaism has two components. It has a religious component and an ethnic
component. We know that there is such a thing as nationalism and there is such
a thing as religion, and in Judaism nationalism and religion are combined, and,
therefore, to my way of thinking, the political party in Israel that reflects
most accurately the Jewish tradition is the National Religious Party because
they are comprised of both the basic elementis of Jewish identity. In America
today, for the most part, most Jews until very recently considered themselves
only as an ethnic group, but America cannot countenance separate ethnic groups.
America is a melting pot. America an only countenance different religions,
separate religions. In fact, to a large. extent this is the difference between
the conservative, orthodox, and reform segments of our community. The reform

part of our community has always realized that America will not tolerate ethnic
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groups and has really put the Jewish religion to the forefront, no matter how

they define it and they define it in American terms as only a difference of
religious ideas. The conservative movement, by and large, has been concerned

more with the ethnic aspects of Judaism, with the nationalism of Judaism. The
orthodox has tried to retain both elements, the nationalistic element and the
religious element of Judaism. We know that America is a country which is actually
based upon a national and an ideological base,.but it tries to combine both.

In Europe it is impossible to become a member of a different ethnic group.

This we can very well see in England where you could live there hundreds of

years but you are really never accepted as an Englishman if you are a Jew, and

in some countries in Europe you are never accepted even as a citzen even if

you have lived there for many generations. They make it extremely difficult

for people to obtain citizenship. The Turks could have lived in Germany for

two or three generations now but will never be considered Germans. In the Middle
East you could be born in a country, too, and never be considered a citizen

of that country. The Am really signifies a certain ethnic group, a certain
collection of people usually based upon territory and language. That is the
definition of a nation. Judaism is more than the definition of a nation. Judaism
is also a religious ideal, and, of course, we have to have both of them if we

are going to be true to our traditions. In America we have accepted all different
kinds of people and you can become a full fledged American. All you have to

do is study for 5 years and appear before a judge and you are accepted totally

as an America, so America has this ideological element. You do not just have

to be born into America to be an American. This is why in many instances Jews
are having trouble in America because America in many instances patterns itself
after the Jewish example. In fact, America considers itself the chosen people.

As Abraham Lincoln said, "We are the last best hope of the world." We have

our own prophets, Thomas Jefferson, Thomas, Paine. We have our own Torah, the
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Constitution, and people speak about the Bill of Rights, as we speak about the
Torah. How could they do that if it is against the Constitution? In many respects
America has combined the sense of nationhood and- ideology. We know that when

the Jewish people are a people who also have an ideological basis, then they

are called Bnai Israel.

Pharaoh decided that he could recapture the Jewish people because he saw that
they were not a people who were animated by religious or ideological formulation.
They were just fleeing slavery but they did not know where they were going.

They did not have any goals, any direction, and, therefore, he thought he could
easily capture them and bring them back to Egypt because they did not have anything
worthvfighting for. There were no goals for them to accomplish. 'This, of course,
is something that we have to be careful about in Israel today, too. The Jewish
people, many Jewish people in Israel, consider themselves only an ethnic group,
but then if you are only an ethnic group then what are you fighting for? What
are you striving for? It is very difficult unless you have clear-cut goals

to maintain your position vis a vis the hostile millions that surround you.

When we look in the Medrash we see that the Medrdsh speaks about these matters.
It says that when Pharaoh's armies approached the Jewish people who were trapped
at a peninsula that the Jewish people split into four groups. One group said,
"Let's throw ourselves into the sea and die. Let's commit suicide." Another
group said, "Let's fight until the last drop of blood." The third group said,
"Let us go back to Egypt and assimilate. Let us willingly go back with Pharaoh."
The fourth group said, "Let us protest. Let us arouse the conscience of the
nations of the world so Pharach will leave us alone." Of course, we know that
this first group of committing suicide is not a Jewish response to any situation.
We are a religion of life, not death, although Josephus records about the suicide
at Masada, there is some doubt about whether this actually transpired especially

the way he said it, because he was the commander of the Jewish armies in the
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Galilee and when his armies were defeated he and 15 others were supposed to
commit suicide. They drew lots but he, who drew the last lot, did not commit
suicide. Instead he went over to the Romans, so he may have had an axe to grind.
We know that perhaps except for cases where people are going to be forcibly
converted to another religion that suicide is not at all a Jewish response.

If we look at the second response, fight to the last drop of blood, that, too,
is just a form of suicide. That's why in Europe the Jewish people did not,

by and large, take up large arms against the Germans because they knew that

it was just a form of suicide, although when they could fight in the woods they
did so in larger numbers and percentages than the other peoples, but they knew
that if they fought against the Germans the Germans would kill not only them
but all their families and many other Jews as well. The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising
was really an act of desperation which meant that the Jewish people had given
up all hope and decided that it was better to die fighting than just to die
without fighting. We made a statement by the War Ghetto, but it was really

a form of suicide. If we look at the third option, to go back to Egypt and
assimilate, well, that is not a Jewish option. That means the Jewish national
identity, ethnic identity would be lost, too, in a very short period of time.
If we look at the fourth option, to protest and arouse the conscience of the
world, we know that the world really does not have a conscience. Look at all
the atrocities that are going on today and the world really says nothing and
does nothing because it is not in the interests of this nation or that nation
or people do not want to destroy their comfortable existence. So that the Jewish
people when they were confronted by Pharaoh's army really had to understand
that the secret of Jewish existence is just to persevere. No matter what the
circumstances, even if you have to walk into the water up to your neck, you
Just have to persevere and continue. Of course, the ngish people many times

make a tragic mistake and that is that we treat our enemies the way we want




image5.png
7TH DAY PESACH 1994

Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

Page Five

them to treat us. I know that this happens many times in marriages. I counsel
people who come to me with marriage problems and meny times the problem stems
from. the fact that the wife will treat the husband the way that she wants the
husband to treat her or the husband will treat the wife the way he wants her

to treat him. For example, if the wife wants to have a beautiful birthday party
with all the trimmings, something very, very nice and elaborate, and the husband
Jjust likes a simple birthday party, or maybe just a card and that is it. The
wife will make a fancy birthday party for her husband and the husband will come
very grudgingly and will not be very appreciastive and that hurts the wife. On
the other hand, the husband will give the wife a card or something and that

will be it. The wife will feel very resentful. They do not realize that they
are trying to impose their own values and systems on each other, that it is
impossible to force a husband to like a birthday party if he does not want it,
or the opposite where it is impossible for a husband to feel that his wife is
going to be satisfied with a card when really she wants to have a birthday party.
When the JEwish people nourish their enemies many times they think that if they
treat their enemies the way they want to be treated themselves that this will
work out. It seems a logical proposition, but it is not true. Do unto others
the way you want them to do to you does nmot really work out in real practice.

In real practice you just have to avoid doing those things which may hurt everyone
other wise you will end up with bloodshed on your hands. The Jewish people

had to be very careful. The Arabs today are not going to reciprocate in kind

to the way the Jewish people have treated them.

There is also another point, and the other point is that many times you think
that you can understand your enemy and if you understand them or if you understand
evil people in society then everythind is going to turn out okay because you

understand them, but it is not true. Just because you understand somebody does

not mean that you will condane what they do. You can understand their motives
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and so forth. In fact, there is a very. famous case of a murderer on death row
who got the attention of Truman Capote and some other writers, especially because
he wrote a very important book of fiction and they used all their influence

to get his sentence commuted by the governor. Finally he was pardoned because

he understood, he came from an abused home, he had all sorts of problems, and
they let him out of jail, out of deathrow. What happened? Within a few months
after he was let out he killed samebody else. You can understand everything

you want about your enemies, but that does not mean that you have to. foolishly
let your guard down or foolishly give them an opportunity to strike again.

Maybe they cannot help it but that has nothing to do with whether or not you

are going to get hurt. They might not be able to help it, but you better keep
them at a safe distance otherwise Lhey are going to hurt you. So that the Jewish
people when they were responding to Pharaoh's advances, the advances of the
Egyptian army were many times trying to understand Pharaoh and trying to give
him what he wanted. Oh, let's assimilate and everything will be all right,

but you will end up being slaves and your children being killed, etc. The Jewish
people have to constantly worry and be concerned that the people with whom they
are dealing are thinking on the same terms that they are. The anly way that

the Jewish people can really exist in the world is.to persevere and do those
things which we think are right and in constance with our tradition and those

things which will not bring us into too great of jeopardy.

I am reminded of the story they tell about a sales manager who was a very foolish
type of sales manager because instead of encouraging his salesmen he used to
always either browbeat them or discourage them. One day he was talking to his
secretary and he said, "You know, our salesman John Brown, I sent him out to

get me some coffee an hour and a half ago and he is still not back." Finally,
Just as he was talking John Brown came into the office and he said, "Oh, boy,

have T got a story to tell you. I happened to go to the coffee shop to get




